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TOPIC No 5

“WHO WE ARE AS BELIEVERS?”
(OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST AND ITS IMPLICATIONS)
by Canon Jim Holbeck
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INTRODUCTION
Believers need to have a good understanding of who they are in Christ. The Bible
declares Christians to be “new creatures” in Christ. However there are many
believers who don’t have a good understanding of their identity in Christ and have
therefore failed to accomplish what they could have accomplished in life.
In this study will be looking at the new status that believers have as Christians, and
the incredible change that God has made possible for us through the death and
resurrection of Jesus and by the sending of the Holy Spirit.
We will naturally be looking back to the past to see what our situations were before
we became Christians. We will also be looking at what God says about the change
that He has made possible for those who trust in Christ.
In the last study we looked at some aspects of spiritual warfare. It may be helpful
for us to understand that we face three major enemies in life. We hear about these
enemies in baptismal and confirmation services when a candidate is asked whether
they are willing to renounce the world, the flesh and the devil.
The first enemy is the world around us. As Paul writes in Romans 12:2, “Do not be
conformed to this world.” Or in the words of the JB Phillips translation, “Don’t let
the world squeeze you into its mould.” Humans don’t like other people to be
different from themselves, and so they exert pressure upon those who are seeking
to live a different style of life. So the believer is being affected each and every day
by the thinking of the world, by the values of the world, by the ways of the world
and by society’s desire to force people to conform.
The second enemy is the flesh, that is the fallen nature we are born with. It has an
inbuilt bias toward evil. So even though we might aspire to higher things in our
thought life, our inner sinful desires can stop us from reaching those heights.
The third enemy is the devil. He is totally opposed to God and to all those made in
the image of God. His desire is to steal and to kill, as Jesus said. We saw in the last
study that he works through lies, deceit and accusations. He may feed lying
thoughts in our minds so that we don’t feel good about ourselves. He may try to
deceive us by putting suggestions in our minds that we are useless. He may bring
strong accusations against us, that unless we are careful, we can take on board and
adapt our lives to try to silence those accusing voices.
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When we come to more fully understand our identity in Christ, that is, who we are
in Christ, what God has made us to be, then we can have victory over Satan and the
powers of darkness. We can begin to realise as St Paul wrote, that we “can do all
things through Christ” who strengthens us.
So we’re going to see in God’s Word how God sees us in Christ, to enable those
truths to transform our thinking so that we can reach a fuller potential in Christ.
We need to remember that the people who come to us for help are the product of
many influences throughout their lives.
They are the product of all
 that has been done to them,
 said to them,
 and attitudes adopted to them throughout their lives.
Many of these influences may have been positive and affirming whilst others were
negative and damaging.
They also the product of their healthy or unhealthy responses or reactions to all the
above things.
Not only that they are the product of all
 they have said,
 they have thought,
 they have done,
and the attitudes they have adopted in various situations throughout their lives.
Many of these personal things may been positive and affirming for them whilst
others may have been negative and damaging.
They may have been affected by the healthy responses or unhealthy reactions to the
things they said or did or to the attitudes that they adopted.
It means that no person is the same and every individual comes from a background
different from our own individual background.
NOTE:- In the pages that follow I am going to group all these truths about our
identity as Christians as they are to be found in the books of the New Testament
rather than grouping them according to various themes. The idea behind this is to
allow the reader to see how these truths fit into the various contexts and also to
bring a greater understanding of the over-all teaching on identity in the New
Testament books. Please look at the Contents page to get the page numbers for the
references to “identity” in the various books of the Bible.
A suggestion. If someone wanted to group the teaching under various themes in the
pages that follow, they could highlight those truths using various colour schemes.
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QUESTION 1. “HOW DID JESUS REGARD HIS DISCIPLES
THROUGHOUT THE AGES? HOW DOES HE SEE THEM?”
JESUS CALLED HIS DISCIPLES HIS “SERVANTS”

Jesus spoke of Himself as a servant, “for even the son of man came not to be served but to
serve and to give His life as a ransom for many”. Mark 10:45.

He taught that true greatness consisted in serving others, Mat 20:26, “It shall not be so
among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would
be first among you must be your slave”.

He saw His disciples as His servants who would undergo the same sort of
persecution that He was undergoing. “Remember the word that I said to you: 'A servant is
not greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my
word, they will also keep yours.” (Joh 15:20)

St Paul clearly saw that the role of ministry was being a servant. (1Cor 9:19) For
though I am free from all, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win more of them.

He also realised that all believers were servants of God, but were equally one in
Christ, (Gal 3:28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

JESUS CALLED HIS DISCIPLES HIS “FRIENDS”
In John 15 Jesus spoke about Himself as the vine and His disciples as the branches.
If they continued to abide in Him they would bear much fruit, John 15:5 I am the vine;
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing.

He also spoke about His love for them, John 15:9 As the Father has loved me, so have I
loved you. Abide in my love.

He told His disciples that instead of regarding them as simply servants, He would
call them “friends”. They would value his friendship if they were to obey His
commands, John 15:14 You are my friends if you do what I command you.
What we often fail to realise is that the Jesus who spoke these words was not only
the Messiah but He was also the Son of God and the Creator of the universe. What
an incredible privilege it is for the Creator to say to one of His creatures who
believe in Him, that he was their “friend”.
JESUS CALLED HIS DISCIPLES “LIGHT”, “SALT” AND “BRANCHES”
The Salt Of The Earth. His disciples could have a positive influence in the world
by acting as seasoning and preserving elements. Mat 5:13, "You are the salt of the earth,
but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored?
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The Light Of The World. His disciples had come into the light through the gospel
and could display that light before other people. Mat 5:14, "You are the light of the
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. … Mat 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven.

Jesus Is The Vine And We Are The Branches. Jesus spoke about the close union
between Himself and His disciples by using the terms “vine” and “branches”. As
they learned to abide in Him they could bear much fruit. Joh 15:1 "I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser. …4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart
from me you can do nothing…. 7 If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you.
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QUESTION 2. “HOW DID ST PAUL DESCRIBE THE IDENTITY OF
BELIEVERS?”
It would be very worthwhile for us to look at this topic in the light of his Epistle to
the Ephesians.
THE EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS
We Are “Saints” . 1:1. “… To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ
Jesus.” When we read the word “saint” we immediately begin to think about the
holy people in former days. However every believer is a “saint” in New Testament
terms. It is interesting to note that a common root lies behind many New Testament
words that are related to holiness. They come from the root “hag” used in various
forms in many of those words. So hagnos is “pure”; hagiazo is “sanctify”;
hagiasmos is”sanctification”; hagiosune is “holiness” and hoi hagioi means “the
saints”.
The basic meaning behind all these words is “separation”. Separation from the
world to be separated to God. So Christians as “the saints” (hoi hagioi) are those
whom God has separated from the world to belong to Himself. But before we go
off as individuals telling people that we are “a saint” we need to recognise that the
word is only used in the plural in the New Testament “the saints.”
It means of course that those whom God has separated from the world as His
“saints” are meant to become more and more holy which is the process of
sanctification.
WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE HAVE “IN CHRIST” OR “IN HIM.”
We Are Blessed In Christ With Every Spiritual Blessing. (3) Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the
heavenly places,
We Were Chosen In Him Before The World Was Made. (4) even as he chose us in him
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.
We Were Predestined For Adoption As Sons. (5) he predestined us for adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,
We Are Recipients Of God’s Glorious Grace Which He Lavished Upon Us.
(2) Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
(6) to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
(7) … according to the riches of his grace, (8) which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and
insight
In Him We Have Redemption And Forgiveness. (7) In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace. Forgiveness is to
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be found in no other place because only He could secure forgiveness for us by
offering the necessary sacrifice.
In Him We Have An Inheritance. (11) In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his
will, And in (14) who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.
In Him We Were Sealed With The Holy Spirit. (13) In him you also, when you heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised
Holy Spirit

But How Did We Came To Be “In Christ? To receive all these blessings?
THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE BELIEVER “WITH CHRIST”
There were many things God did through Jesus in which we as believers were
included. God tells us so! St Paul emphasises this in the words he used in the next
three references. They all have the proposition (sun = “with”) or (syn) joined to the
verbs to make the meanings “make alive together with”, “raised us up with”,
“seated us with Him”.
We Were Made Alive Together With Christ. He made us alive spiritually. 2:4) But God,
being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, (5) even when we were
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ-We Were Raised Up And Seated With Christ. We are now sitting with Christ in the

heavenlies. (In the place of acceptance, honour and authority.)
(6) and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
Why Were We Raised Up And Seated With Him To Experience More Of His Grace? (7) so
that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward
us in Christ Jesus.

The picture God wants us to have in mind is our identification with Christ in His
death, resurrection, ascension and His “session” (sitting) at the right hand of God.
However there is more for us to know and experience of those unsearchable riches
in Him.
We Are Where We Are By The Grace And Power Of God’s Working In Us.
2:10. “For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them”. Some translations have “His
Masterpiece” for “workmanship.” We are created (recreated by new birth) to
produce the good works He has eternally planned for us to do.
In the table below we will try to show the immensity of the change God has made
available to us in Christ. (From Ephesians 2:12- 19.
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We Were Changed To Be What We Are By God’s Redeeming, Reconciling, Empowering Love
(12) remember that you were at that
(13) But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off
time separated from Christ,
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
(14) For he himself is our peace, who has made us both
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of
hostility
(15) by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in
alienated from the commonwealth of
place of the two, so making peace,
Israel
(16) and might reconcile us both to God in one body
through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.
(17) And he came and preached peace to you who were far
off and peace to those who were near.
(18) For through him we both have access in one Spirit to
the Father.
(19) So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but
and strangers to the covenants of
promise, having no hope and
you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
without God in the world.
household of God,

As A Result Of God’s Action Above, The Following Has Become True For The
Believer. Eph 2:21-3:12)
We Are The Combined People Of God Indwelt By His Spirit
(3:21) in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.
(22) In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
We Belong To One Another In The Body Of Christ. (This is another occasion where St

Paul uses the prefix “sun” or “syn” (in meaning together with) to bring out our
identification with Christ and with one another.) Thus the believing Gentiles are
heirs together with the believing Jews. They belong to the one body. Together they
take hold of God’s promises in Christ. (3:6) This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the
gospel.
We Belong To The One Church Through Whom God Will Show His Wisdom and Power

God has a purpose for his one Church in the world. It is a purpose He has realised
in Christ. (3:9) and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for
ages in God who created all things, (10) so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God
might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.(11) This was
according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,
We Belong Equally to God And We Can All Approach Him Boldly And Confidently. The

Gentile believers could now come with boldness and with confidence to Yahweh
the God of Israel.3:12) in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our
faith in him.
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OTHER PAULINE EPISTLES
THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS
We Are Made Right With God Through Faith In Jesus’ Death For Us

All people have to get right with God in the same way. That is through faith in
Christ. It means now that all believers have been justified, are now right with God,
through the redemption that Christ accomplished for them on the cross. Jesus was
the person they had to receive by faith. Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.
We Have Peace With God And Access To His Grace. The result of God making us right

with Himself is that we can have peace with Him and access to the blessings He
has for us. Rom 5:1 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
God Enables Us To Love With His Love. We Have God’s (agape) love poured out into our
hearts. Rom 5:5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
We Have Been Reconciled To God And Are Being Saved By His Life. Rom 5:9 Since,
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the
wrath of God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his
Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we
also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation.
We Were Identified With Christ In His Mission On Earth. (The words are similar to those
in Ephesians 2.) Paul uses the terms baptised into, buried with, united with in death,

united with in a resurrection, crucified with, died with and will live with to
highlight the identity of people of God with Christ.
In His baptism, death, burial, resurrection.
Rom 6:3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized
into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in
a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body
of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who
has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will
also live with him.
In His Resurrection From The Dead. Rom 6:9 We know that Christ, being raised from the
dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he
died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
We Received Eternal Life In Jesus Christ. Rom 6:22 But now that you have been set free from
sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal
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life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
We Have Been Released From The Law To Live By The Spirit. Rom 7:6 But now we are
released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way
of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.
We Are No Longer Condemned. Rom 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those
who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from
the law of sin and death.
God Fulfils His Law Within Us By His Spirit. Rom 8:3 For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for
sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit Leads Us And Assures Us Of Our Salvation. Rom 8:14 For all who are led by
the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into
fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, "Abba! Father!" 16
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
God Has Made Us Fellow Heirs With Christ. We Will Be Glorified With Him. Rom 8:17
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with
him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
We Are The First Fruits Of The Spirit But Are Looking For Our Full Adoption As
Children Of God. Rom 8:23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of
our bodies.
The Holy Spirit Helps Us To Pray As We Should. Rom 8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for
us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
God Works All Things For Good For Those Who Love Him. Rom 8:28 And we know that for
those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his
purpose.
God Has An Eternal Purpose For Us All And Calls Us To Fulfil His Purpose.
Rom 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he
justified he also glorified.
God Is On Our Side And Is Motivated To Give To Us. Paul makes the point here that

God gave us His Son. How much more then would He be motivated to give us all
things in Him. Rom 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also
with him graciously give us all things?
We Are God’s Elect For Whom Jesus Is Praying. God’s elect means He chose us to

belong to Him. Therefore He will bring any charge against us. Jesus will not
condemn us. He is actually praying for us at the right hand of God. Rom 8:33, Who
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? Christ
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed is interceding for us.
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We Are More Than Conquerors Through Christ. Rom 8:35 Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger,
or sword? …Rom 8:37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us.
Nothing And No One Can Separate Us From The Love Of God.
Rom 8:38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Salvation Is A Free Gift To All Those Who Call On The Name Of The Lord And Who
Trust In Jesus. Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who
believes. … Rom 10:9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. … Rom 10:13 For
"everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."
We All Belong To The One Body Of Christ In The World. Paul uses the metaphor of a

body with many members to show our unity in Christ. We are individual members
of that one body that have different gifts. Rom 12:4 For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all have the same function, Rom 12:5 so we, though many, are
one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Rom 12:6 Having gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us use them:
Our Salvation Is At Hand. Paul stressed the urgency of being ready for the coming of
Jesus. Rom 13:11 Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the
day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. … Rom
13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its
desires.
Christ Died To Bring Us Under His Lordship. Rom 14:7 For none of us lives to himself, and
none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.
So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this end Christ died and
lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.

THE EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS
We Belong To The Church Of God Through Faith. 1Cor 1:2 To the church of God that is in
Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:
Believers Are Enriched With The Gifts They Need.1Cor 1:3 Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always because of the
grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in
all speech and all knowledge … 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
God Will Keep Us Safe Until He Comes Again. 1 Cor 1:7 so that you are not lacking in any
gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end,
guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
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The Preaching Of The Cross Was Central To Our Salvation. 1Co 1:18 For the word of the
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
1Co 1:23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but
to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
God Chose Us To Belong To Him In Spite Of Our Weaknesses. 1Co 1:27 God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;
28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing
things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God.
Our Faith Is In Jesus Himself Who Has Become Our Wisdom, Righteousness,
Sanctification And Redemption. 1Co 1:30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as
it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord."
We Have Received The Holy Spirit Of God To Enable Us To Understand Spiritual Truths.
1Co 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that
we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13 And we impart this in words not
taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are
spiritual.
1Co 2:16 "For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?" But we have the
mind of Christ.
God Has Been At Work In And Through Us. 1Co 3:9 For we are God's fellow workers. You
are God's field, God's building.
We Are A Temple Of The Lord. 1Co 3:16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that
God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's
temple is holy, and you are that temple.
All Things Are Ours In Christ. Paul does not qualify what “all things” means.

However because we are in Christ, everything God has given Him is ours as well.
1Co 3:21 So let no one boast in men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are
Christ's, and Christ is God's.
Our Bodies Are A Temple Of The Holy Spirit In Which Christ Lives. 1Co 6:15 Do you not
know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make
them members of a prostitute? Never! … 17 But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit
with him.
1Co 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you
have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in
your body.
God Gives Us Victory Over Temptation. 1Co 10:12 Therefore let anyone who thinks that he
stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God
is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able
God Gives Us Gifts To Help Others. 1Co 12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. … 11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who
apportions to each one individually as he wills.
The Holy Spirit Has Baptised Us Into The One Body Of Christ. This is based on the fact

that believers from all different backgrounds become part of the body of Christ
through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. 1Co 12:13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized
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into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For
the body does not consist of one member but of many. … 27 Now you are the body of Christ and
individually members of it.

THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS
We Have Been Died For By Jesus Himself To Set Us Free From This Present Evil Age. Gal
1:4 who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of
our God and Father,
We Were Identified With Christ In His Crucifixion, Death And Life. Gal 2:19 For through
the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
We Have Been Redeemed By Christ In Order To Receive The Promise Of The Spirit.
Gal 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree" —14 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of
Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.
We Are The Children Of God Through Faith. Gal 3:25 But now that faith has come, we are
no longer under a guardian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27 For
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
We Are All One In Christ And Are Children Of Abraham. Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.

THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS
What God Began In Us He Will Bring To Completion. Php 1:6 And I am sure of this, that he
who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
We Are A Work In Progress As We Work Out In Practice What God Is Working In Us.
Php 2:12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence
but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is
God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Our True Home Is In Heaven From Whence Jesus Will Come. Php 3:20 But our citizenship
is in heaven,
Jesus Will Transform Us By His Power To Be Like Him. Php 3:20, and from it we await a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body,
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.
We Can Experience The Peace Of God As We Hand Our Burdens Over To Him. Php 4:4
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5 Let your reasonableness be known to
everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Our Needs Will Be Met According To His Riches In Glory. Php 4:19 And my God will supply
every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
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THE EPISTLE TO THE COLOSSIANS
We Are Strengthened By God’s Power For Endurance. (Col 1:11) May you be strengthened
with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy,
We Are Qualified To Share In The Saints’ Inheritance. (Col 1:12) giving thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
God Has Transferred Us From One Dominion To Another, From Darkness To Light. (Col
1:13) He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son,
God Has Given Us Redemption And Forgiveness In Christ. (Col 1:14) in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
We Have Been Reconciled To God. (Col 1:19) For in him all the fullness of God was pleased
to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven,
making peace by the blood of his cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in
mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to
present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him,
God Has Revealed His Ministry To The Saints. (Christ in the Gentiles). (Col 1:26) the
mystery hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to
make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.
We Have Come To Fullness In Christ. Col 2:9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells
bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.

Paul has a similar section to those in Ephesians and Romans where he identifies
believers with what Christ has done.
We Were Circumcised With Christ. Col 2:11 In him also you were circumcised with a
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of
Christ,
We Are Buried With Him In Baptism And Raised With Him Through Faith. Col 2:12
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in
the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead.
We Were Made Alive Together With Him. Col 2:13 And you, who were dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having
forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.
We Died With Christ To The Elemental Spirits. Col 2:20 If with Christ you died to the
elemental spirits of the world, why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to
regulations.
We Were Raised With Christ. Col 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
We Have Died And Our Life Is Hidden With Christ. Col 3:3 For you have died, and your life
is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear
with him in glory.
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We Have Put Off The Old Self And Put On The New Self. Col 3:9 Do not lie to one another,
seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which
is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.
We Are All One In Christ. Col 3:11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all.
Col 3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience, and
We Are Forgiven And Therefore Can Forgive. Col 3:13 bearing with one another and, if one
has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also
must forgive.
We Are To Allow The Peace Of Christ To Rule In Our Hearts. Col 3:15 And let the peace of
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.
We Are To Work For The Lord Knowing That We Receive The Inheritance As Our
Reward. Col 3:23 Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing
that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord
Christ.
We Are Accountable To The Lord And To One Another In The Lord. Col 4:1 Masters, treat
your bondservants justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

THE EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS
We Have Been Taught By God To Love. 1Th 4:7 For God has not called us for impurity, but in
holiness. 8 Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who gives his Holy
Spirit to you. 9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write to you, for
you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another,
We Have The Assurance That Will Be Reunited With Our Loved Ones When Jesus
Returns. 1Th 4:14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.
Christ Will Return For His People. 1 Th 4:16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the
Lord.
We Are Not In Darkness But Are Children Of Light. 1Th 5:4 But you are not in darkness,
brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light, children of
the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness.
1Th 5:8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
God Has Destined Us For Salvation. 1Th 5:9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to
obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,10 who died for us so that whether we are awake
or asleep we might live with him.

2 THESSALONIANS
God Will Grant Relief And Glory When Jesus Returns With His Angels. 2Th 1:7 and to
grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels
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2Th 1:10 when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among
all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.

1 TIMOTHY
We Are Sinners For Whom Christ Died. 1Tim 1:15 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners
1Ti 2:3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
1Ti 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.
Our Identity As Members Of The Church Means We Hold The Gospel Message. 1Ti 3:15 if
I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of
the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. 16 Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of
godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed
among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.

THE EPISTLE TO TITUS
We Are The People For Whom Christ Died Who Are Meant To Live For Him. Titus 2:11
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the
present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior Jesus Christ,14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify
for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 15 Declare these
things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you.
We Have Been Saved By The Washing Of Regeneration And Renewal In The Holy Spirit.
Tit 3:4 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us,
not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us richly
through Jesus Christ our Savior,
We Have Become Receivers Of Eternal Life.
7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.
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QUESTION 3. “HOW DID THE OTHER NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS
DESCRIBE OUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST?”
1). THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS
We As Believers Have Entered Into The Rest Of God. Heb 4:3 For we who have believed
enter that rest, as he has said, "As I swore in my wrath, 'They shall not enter my rest,'" although
his works were finished from the foundation of the world.
We Can Receive Help From Jesus When We Are Tested. Heb 4:15 For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has
been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne
of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
We Have A Sure Hope To Hold On To. Heb 6:18 so that by two unchangeable things, in
which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong
encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has
gone as a forerunner on our behalf
We Always Have Access To God Through Jesus. Heb 7:25 Consequently, he is able to save to
the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make
intercession for them.
We Can Have Clean Consciences. Heb 9:13 For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the
sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh,
Heb 9:14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself
without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.
We Have Forgiveness Through Jesus. Heb 9:15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new
covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a
death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first
covenant.
We Are Eagerly Waiting For Jesus To Return. Heb 9:27 And just as it is appointed for man
to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the
sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly
waiting for him.
We Have Been Separated To Belong To God Through Jesus’ Death On The Cross. Heb
10:12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.
14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.
We Have Forgiveness Of Sins Through Jesus’ Death Under The New Covenant. Heb 10:15
And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying, 16 "This is the covenant that I will
make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write
them on their minds," 17 then he adds, "I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no
more." 18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
We Have Direct Access Into The Presence Of God Through Jesus’ Death. Heb 10:19
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in
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full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies
washed with pure water.
We Are To Prepare For The Coming Day Of The Lord By Encouraging Each Other In
Fellowship. Heb 10:24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
Heb 10:25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
In The Meantime We Are Continue In Confidence To Receive What God Has Promised Us.
Heb 10:35 Therefore do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward. 36 For you
have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you may receive what is
promised.
Heb 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who have
faith and preserve their souls.
As We Exercise Our Faith To Draw Near To God He Promises To Draw Near To Us.
Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
We Have Been Set Apart For God Through The Death Of Jesus. Heb 13:12 So Jesus also
suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.
Heb 13:13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured.
Heb 13:14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.
We Have The Privilege Of Offering Up Sacrifices Of Praise To God. Heb 13:15 Through
him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
acknowledge his name.
God Himself Equips Us To Do His Will. Heb 13:20 Now may the God of peace who brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal
covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which
is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

2). JAMES
God Promises To Give Us His Wisdom To Live As We Should. Jas 1:5 If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.
Jas 3:17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace
by those who make peace.
God Promises To Give The Crown Of Life To Those Who Trust And Love Him. Jas 1:12
Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will
receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.
God Promises to draw near to us. Jas 4:8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
God Has Provided Healing For His People. Jas 5:14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call
for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And
if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
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3). ST PETER
1 PETER
We Are Exiles In The World Chosen By God And Sanctified By Him To Live In Obedience
To Him For His Purposes. 1Pet 1:1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the exiles of the
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen and
destined by God the Father and sanctified by the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to be
sprinkled with his blood: May grace and peace be yours in abundance.
We Have Been Born Again To A Living Hope. 1Pet 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
We Have An Inheritance. 1:4. “ to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,
kept in heaven for you,
We Have The Assurance Of The Protection Of Our Salvation. 1:5 who by God's power are
being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
We Have Been Redeemed By The Blood Of Jesus To Belong To Him. Forever!
1Pet 1:18 knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers,
not with perishable things such as silver or gold,19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like
that of a lamb without blemish or spot.
We Are Like Living Stones In A Spiritual House, A Temple. 1Pe 2:5 you yourselves like
living stones are being built up as a spiritual house. “Living” stones, not dead wood or

impenetrable rocks!
We Are A Holy Priesthood To Offer Sacrifices To God. to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. The sacrifices of praise and

thanksgiving which ae not only “acceptable” but are pleasing to Him.
We Are A Chosen Race A Royal Priesthood, A Holy Nation, A People For His Own
Possession to Proclaim Him. 1Pet 2:9 But you are a chosen race, that you may proclaim the
excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
We Are A People Who Belong To God. 1Pet 2:10 Once you were not a people, but now you
are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
We Are God’s Servants Living In Freedom. 1Pet 2:15 For this is the will of God, that by
doing good you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are
free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.
God Gives Us His Gifts To Be Used For Him. 1Pe 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to
serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace:11 whoever speaks, as one who
speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in
order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.
We Are The Flock Of God Who Are Meant To Be Protected By Godly Shepherds Awaiting
The Coming Of The Chief Shepherd Who Will Take Us To Glory, 1Pet 5:1 So I exhort the
elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a
partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you,
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for
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shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to
the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
We Are A Part Of A Christian Brotherhood (And Sisterhood) Throughout The World. 1Pet
5:9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced
by your brotherhood throughout the world.

2 PETER
We Are Recipients Of All We Need To Live For God. 2Pet 1:3 His divine power has granted
to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to
his own glory and excellence,
We Share His Divine Nature As Believers. 2Pet 1:4 by which he has granted to us his precious
and very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.
We Are To Respond To His Calling And Being Chosen By Him To Ensure Rich Provision
For Our Entry Into Heaven. 2Pet 1:10 Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm
your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11 For in this way
there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
We Can Be Sure Of His Help When We Face Difficult Situations. 2Pet 2:9 then the Lord
knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until
the day of judgment,
We Have An Assurance Of Entering The New Heavens And New Earth. 2Pet 3:11 Since all
these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and
godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But
according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.

4). JOHN
JOHN’S EPISTLES
We Have Fellowship With The Father And The Son. 1Jn 1:3 that which we have seen and
heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.
Jesus Is On Our Side To Help Us. He Died In Our Place. 1Jn 2:1 My little children, I am
writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for the sins of the whole world.
We Have An Anointing From God To Know Him And How To Live As We Should. 1Jn
2:20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge.

22

1Jn 2:27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that
anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is
no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.
We Are The Children Of God Now As Believers. 1Jn 3:2 Beloved, we are God's children now,
We Are Assured We Will Be Like Him When He Returns. 1Jn 3:2, and what we will be has
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see
him as he is.
We Now Belong To God And Can Discern Truth And Error. 1Jn 4:6 We are from God.
Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
We Can Be Victors Through Christ As The Born-Again Children Of God. 1Jn 5:1 Everyone
who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father
loves whoever has been born of him.
1Jn 5:4 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory
that has overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
We Have The Assurance of Having Eternal Life (God’s Life) In Us. 1Jn 5:11 And this is the
testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I write these things to you who
believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.
We Have The Assurance Of Answers To Prayer. 1Jn 5:14 And this is the confidence that we
have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15 And if we know
that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of
him.
THE END

