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INTRODUCTION
There are many definitions as to the various types of prayer. These include the
following well-known acrostic.
ACTS.
A is for Adoration.
C is for Confession.
T is for Thanksgiving.
S is for Supplication.
That is a very worthwhile summary of what is involved in prayer.
Some have used other summaries. (For example Frederick K.C. Price on this
website. http://www.charismamag.com/spirit/prayer/3006-god-has-an-answer)
1. The Prayer of Agreement
2. The Prayer of Faith
3. The Prayer of Consecration and Dedication
4. The Prayer of Praise and Worship
5. The Prayer of Intercession
6. The Prayer of Binding and Loosing
Others have similar lists but add the Prayer of Contemplation
However a simple way of defining prayer is to see it as “a two-way conversation
with God.” This covers most of the above suggestions.
In prayer we seek to listen to the Lord as we focus on His revelation of Himself to
us in His word and on Jesus and all He has done for us through his death,
resurrection, ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit. And then in prayer we
respond to the Lord in adoring Him, praising Him, confessing our sins, making
intercession for others, and in supplication bringing before him our needs and the
needs of others.
It might be better to see the “prayer of binding and loosing” not so much as a
prayer but as a declaration of God’s victory over the powers of darkness and a
command to the powers of darkness to depart.
There is a caution with the so-called prayer of contemplation. In many circles today
believers are being asked to empty their minds in contemplation. The problem is as
many have found to their distress that the enemy is ready to fill an empty mind with
his lies and accusations. In contemplation it is better to focus on the written word of
God or the living word of God Jesus Himself or on some aspect of the redemption
he has accomplished, than to think about nothing.
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QUESTION 1. “What Importance Did Jesus Give To Prayer?”
Prayer played an important part in the life of Jesus. He was constantly in an attitude
of prayer to his Heavenly Father. He took time out from ministering to people to
pray to Him. It would seem that in these times, the will of God for Him as an
individual became clear. Through prayer he learned to abide in God and see what it
was that God wanted him to do.
Jesus not only prayed but he taught his disciples about prayer. This teaching is
found throughout the Gospels especially in the Lord’s Prayer that is taught his
disciples to pray. We look first of all The Lord’s Prayer before we examine other
aspects of prayer in His example and in His teaching.
The Lord’s Prayer. Matthew 6:9-13.
The prayer is made up of several elements. We note the order of the petitions. God
is to be central in our focus. Only when we get that right do we move into prayer
for our needs.
1.
Adoration Of God Himself
i.
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name”
The word "Father" was used in the Old Testament in a general sense of God as the
creator of humans, Deut 32:6 Do you thus repay the LORD, you foolish and senseless
people? Is not he your father, who created you, who made you and established you?

But used elsewhere in more intimate terms to describe the relationship between
God and His people.
 God is described as having Father-like qualities, as a father carries his son. Deu
1:30 The LORD your God who goes before you will himself fight for you, just as he did for
you in Egypt before your eyes, 31 and in the wilderness, where you have seen how the LORD
your God carried you, as a man carries his son, all the way that you went until you came to
this place.'


In Isaiah 64:8 the writer describes God as being our Father but also as the One
who created us. But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our
potter; we are all the work of your hand.



In Psalm 27:10 the Psalmist describes God as being a better parent than human
parents, Psa 27:10 For my father and my mother have forsaken me, but the LORD will take
me in.



In Psalm 103:13 the writer describes the compassion of God toward those who
fear him, As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to
those who fear him.



In Prov 3:12 God is described as a God of love who loves his children enough
to discipline them. for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in
whom he delights.



Isaiah records that even at a later stage in the history of the people of Israel God
was their Father and Redeemer, Isa 63:16 For you are our Father, though Abraham
does not know us, and Israel does not acknowledge us; you, O LORD, are our Father, our
Redeemer from of old is your name.
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So we see that in the Old Testament the people of God were encouraged to
recognise Yahweh their God as being like a father to His people. Now in the New
Testament the disciples of Jesus were to regard God as their Heavenly Father and
to pray to Him as such. We see this in the following:The relationship of believers to the Father. (The Gospels).
In the following verses Jesus spoke to the disciples and spoke about “Your Father”
to them. Mat 5:16, 45, 6:1,4, 6, 8, 15, 18, 7:11, 10, 20, 29, 23:9, Mk 11:25, Lk
6:36, 11:2, 13, 12:29-31, 32, Jn 20:17.
It is obvious that in all these references Jesus was encouraging His disciples as the
children of God to recognise God as their loving Heavenly Father and to put their
trust and confidence in Him.
ii). “Hallowed be Your name”. Mat 6:9
The root meaning of the "hallowed” (hagiazō) words as we saw in the last topic, is
to be “different” or to be “separated”. The word is also translated as “sanctified”,
“kept holy” or “consecrated”. God is different in the sense of transcendence and
pure holiness. He deserves reverence and honour.
He is honoured by obedience (Mat 5:16 give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 1Pet
2:12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.)

He is dishonoured by disobedience. Num 20:1-11. Deut 32:51, Mal 1:6 Mal 2:10.
Instead of obeying God and speaking to the rock to obtain water Moses struck the
rock apparently in anger. Num 20:11 And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with
his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock.

God did not honour their disobedience and Moses and the people were told that
they would not enter the promised land. In this way God displayed his holiness in
punishing disobedience. Num 20:12 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you
did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall
not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them." 13 These are the waters of
Meribah, where the people of Israel quarreled with the LORD, and through them he showed
himself holy. AND Deut 32:51 because you broke faith with me in the midst of the people of
Israel at the waters of Meribah-kadesh, in the wilderness of Zin, and because you did not treat
me as holy in the midst of the people of Israel. 52 For you shall see the land before you, but you
shall not go there, into the land that I am giving to the people of Israel."

We honour God by giving Him of our best. To honour offer anything less is to
dishonour His name. Mal 1:6 "A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If then I am
a father, where is my honor? And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the LORD of hosts to
you, O priests, who despise my name. But you say, 'How have we despised your name?' 7 By
offering polluted food upon my altar. But you say, 'How have we polluted you?' By saying that
the LORD's table may be despised. (See also Mal 2:10)
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The name represents all that a person is, has done, and is doing. His name is
honoured as we honour Him in every aspect of our lives. In praying “hallowed be
Your name” we are meant to be offering God all we are and all we have to be used
in His purposes.
2). We Pray For GOD’S Kingdom To Come. “Your kingdom come”.
We desire and pray for His kingdom rule to be established in every aspect of our
lives and in the life of every person and every situation on earth. He is King and He
needs to be submitted to by everyone, everywhere for ever.
There are a number of aspects to the kingdom of God. There is the “fulfilled” and
“yet to be fulfilled” aspects of the kingdom or the “now” and the “not yet”. In one
sense the kingdom came with the coming of Jesus. In another sense the fullness of
the kingdom comes when He returns again.
Both John the Baptist and Jesus announced at the beginning of their ministries that
the kingdom had come near. It had come near with the coming of Jesus. John the
Baptist in Mat_3:2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." And Jesus in
Mat_4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
at hand."

Throughout the ministry of Jesus he not only proclaimed the kingdom but he also
demonstrated the kingdom as a present reality with signs and wonders, Luk_11:20
But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon
you. Luk 10:8 Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what is set before you.

When Jesus sent out the 72 to preach and to heal He told them, Luk 10:9 Heal the sick
in it and say to them, 'The kingdom of God has come near to you.' 10 But whenever you enter a
town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say,11 'Even the dust of your town that
clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this that the kingdom of God has
come near.' The kingdom of God would seem to be present in the healings that took

place and the people were accountable for receiving it or rejecting it.
People had to respond to the present kingdom of God in preparation for the coming
of the fullness of the kingdom when no further choice would be possible. Mat 25:34
Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 37
Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or
thirsty and give you drink?38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked
and clothe you?39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' 40 And the King
will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you
did it to me.' 41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
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and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'44 Then they also will
answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not minister to you?'45 Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.'46 And these will go away
into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

It can be seen why every healing ministry should be evangelistic in nature to
encourage people to come into the kingdom of God now. What is the eternal value
of people receiving all the healing in the world if they are going to lose their own
soul.
3). We Pray For God’s Will To Be Done Everywhere. “your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.”

The prayer primarily is for the whole earth to come under the rule of God so that
His will is done in every part of the earth. That’s what God wants. The prayer
secondarily is for His rule to be established in every human heart. Only then can we
know the will of God, and be motivated and equipped to do it. We will also be
motivated to pray that His will is done by everyone else for HIS SAKE.
i). God’s will is able to be known.
Act_22:14 And he said, 'The God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the
Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth;
Rom_8:27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
Rom_12:2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Joh_7:17 If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or
whether I am speaking on my own authority.
Eph_1:9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth
in Christ
Eph_1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will,
Col_1:9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,

ii). God’s will is meant to be done.
Ezr_10:11 Now then make confession to the LORD, the God of your fathers and do his will.
Separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign wives."
Mar_3:35 For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother."
Eph_1:9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth
in Christ
1Th_4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual
immorality;
1Th_5:18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1Pe_2:15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to silence the ignorance
of foolish people. 2 so as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for human passions
but for the will of God.
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1Jn_2:17 And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God
abides forever.

iii). God’s will is able to be done with God’s help
2Co_8:5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the
will of God to us.
Heb_10:36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God you
may receive what is promised.
Heb_13:21 equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

4). We Pray For Our Own Needs To Be Met.
There are 2 over-emphases we can make in thinking of ourselves. One is to think
too highly of ourselves so that we are led into arrogance and pride, and begin to
think that God "owes us". Praise God He doesn't give us what we "deserve". It is
all of grace. See James 4:2-3, 6-10
The other is to think too lowly of ourselves so that we don't expect God to bless us.
The balance is seen in Rom 12:3 where Paul says we need to think of ourselves
with sober judgment. See also 1 Cor 15:10, and Eph 3:7-8 and 4:7. God's grace to
us). The right attitude of humility in Phil 2:3,4. Note the present tense of the verbs
"consider" and "look". Also ongoing grace God gives to the humble, in James 4:6
above, and 1 Pet 4:10-11, 5:6-7,10.
i.

Material needs. Give us today our daily bread.
We ask because God wants to give. See Rom 8:32. Jn 3:16, 1 Jn 5:11-12.
We ask because God encourages us to ask. Mat 7:7-11. ("how much more".)
We ask because God promises to hear our prayers and answer them. 1Jn 5:1415.
We ask humbly for "Needs", not "Wants". Mat 6:32. (But remember Eph 3:20).
We ask humbly with the right motive. Mat 6:33. James 4:3.
We ask on the basis it has been provided for us in Jesus. Eph 1:3, 3:8.

ii.

Spiritual Need. Forgiveness. Forgive us our debts, as we also have
forgiven our debtors.
Forgiveness is available through and in Christ. The need for repentance and
faith to receive forgiveness was preached in Acts 2:38, 3:19, 5:31, 8:22, 10:43,
13:38, 17:30, 26:18-20. Forgiveness and salvation are to be found in Christ and
in Christ alone. Acts 4:12, Eph 1:7, 1 Jn 1:6-10.
We need to forgive as God forgave us. Eph 4:32, Col 3:13. Mt 18:21-35.

iii.

Spiritual Needs. Guidance and protection. “And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.' Or ("Save us from the time of
trial".)
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a.

b.

c.
d.

Lead us not. God does not tempt us. However He may allow us to be tried to
learn to overcome more dangerous forms of temptation. Eg., Jesus, Job. We
can overcome, 1 Cor 10:12-13
Deliver us from..." The word for deliver is rhuomai meaning to rescue from
or preserve from dangerous situations or people.
In Rom 11:26 it is used of God as the deliverer. 1 Thess 1:10 of Jesus, who
delivers from the wrath to come. Deliver from enemies Lk 1:74; from
unbelievers Rom 15:31; from persecution 2 Cor 1:10; from wicked people 2
Thess 3:2.
Evil. Mat 6:13, ton ponaron, the evil one. It may refer to me to
Satan as the evil one, Matt. 5:37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No';
anything beyond this comes from the evil one. Mat 6:13; 13:19, John 17:15 protect
them from the evil one. Eph 6:16 the flaming arrows of the evil one. 2 Th 3:3 protect
you from the evil one. 1 Jn 2:13, 2:14 you have overcome the evil one. 1 John 3:12
Cain who belonged to the evil one 1 John 5:18, 19 We know that everyone who has
been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and
the evil one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world
lies in the power of the evil one.
Human beings, Mat 5:45, 7:11, If you, then, though you are evil, Mat 12:34-35.
13:41. Mat 15:19 ... out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. cf., Luke 6:45 ... the evil man brings evil
things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth
speaks.
Evil (in thought , word or deed). Mat 9:4 evil thoughts, Luke 3:19, all the evil
things Herod had done. John 3:19-20. men loved darkness instead of light because
their deeds were evil. John 5:29, 7:7

Evil spirits. Mt 10:1, Mat 12:43, Mk 6:7, Mark 1:26-27, Mark 3:11, Mark
5:8 For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!" Mark 5:13,
Eph 6:12-13

No matter what form evil may take we are to pray that the Lord would deliver us
from it. He may do so by showing us the nature of the evil and giving us the power
to reject it. Or He may guard our steps as we commit our way to Him so that we are
not walking into forbidden territory.
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QUESTION 2. “What Did The Other New Testament Writers Say
About The Importance Of Prayer?”
We see that the need for prayer was stressed in the early church. We see prayers
mentioned in the following ways.
( I have categorised them for convenience and some may belong to other categories
as well.)
In fellowship. Act_1:14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
Act_2:42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.
Act_4:31 And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with
boldness.
For guidance. Act_1:24 And they prayed and said, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show
which one of these two you have chosen
For ministry.
Act_6:4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."
Act_6:6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
Act_8:15 who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,
Act_8:22 Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible,
the intent of your heart may be forgiven you.
1Th_5:25 Brothers, pray for us.
2Th_1:11 To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling
and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by his power,
2Th_3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be
honored, as happened among you,
1Ti_2:1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people,
1Ti_2:8 I desire then that in every place the men should pray, lifting holy hands without anger
or quarreling;
1Ti_4:5 for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.
Heb_5:7 In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and
tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence.
For conversion and healing. Act_9:11 And the Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is
praying,
Act_9:40 But Peter put them all outside, and knelt down and prayed; and turning to the body he
said, "Tabitha, arise." And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up.
Jas_5:13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.
14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one
who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. 17 Elijah was a man with a
nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six
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months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the
earth bore its fruit.
As a means of deep commitment to God.
Act_10:2 a devout man who feared God with all his household, gave alms generously to the
people, and prayed continually to God. … Act_10:4 And he stared at him in terror and said,
"What is it, Lord?" And he said to him, "Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a
memorial before God.
Act_11:5 "I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision, something like a
great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to me.
Act_12:5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the
church.
Act_16:25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them,
Act_20:36 And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all.
Act_21:5 When our days there were ended, we departed and went on our journey, and they all,
with wives and children, accompanied us until we were outside the city. And kneeling down on
the beach, we prayed
Act_22:17 "When I had returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, I fell into a trance
Constant prayer
Rom_1:10 always in my prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at last succeed in
coming to you.
Rom_12:12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
Eph_6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
Php_1:4 always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy,
Php_4:6 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
Col_1:3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you,
Col_1:9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,
Col_4:2 Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.
Col_4:12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling
on your behalf in his prayers, that you may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God.
1Th_1:2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers,
1Th_3:10 as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply
what is lacking in your faith?
1Th_5:17 pray without ceasing,
2Ti_1:3 I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience, as I remember
you constantly in my prayers night and day.
Phm_1:4 I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers
Prayer and the Spirit.
Rom_8:26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
Rom_15:30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to
strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,
Php_1:19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will
turn out for my deliverance,
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Eph_6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
Rom_15:30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to
strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,
Eph_6:18 praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
Php_1:19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will
turn out for my deliverance,
Jud_1:20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the
Holy Spirit,
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QUESTION 3. “What Are Some Of The Promises Of God We Can
Encourage People To Act Upon For Their Healing And Blessing?
The following are some of the verses that particularly relate to prayer. Many of
them contain wonderful promises from Jesus regarding answers to prayer.
It would be helpful for people being prayed for to memorise some of these verses.
The Father will reward you. Mat_6:6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
God knows our needs before we ask. Mat_6:8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what
you need before you ask him.
God cares for his creation. How much more does he care care for us his children. Mat_6:26 Look
at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?
When we focus on the kingdom he gives us what we need. Mat 6:32 For the Gentiles seek after
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
Human parents give to their children. How much more does God give to his children. Mat_7:11
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!
Faith can move mountains. We need to believe he can do it in answer to prayer. Mar 11:22 And
Jesus answered them, "Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain,
'Be taken up and thrown into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he
says will come to pass, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in
prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.
The value of agreeing together in the Lord. Mat_18:19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on
earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.
Luk_11:13 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"
Focus on God and our necessities will be met. Luk 12:29 And do not seek what you are to eat
and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 30 For all the nations of the world seek after these
things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these
things will be added to you.
God gives us whatever we ask in his name. Joh_14:13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will
do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.
Joh_16:23 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of
the Father in my name, he will give it to you.
We can ask the Father directly to give us what we need. Joh_16:26 In that day you will ask in my
name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; 27 for the Father himself
loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.
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We experience peace when we make our needs known to God. Php_4:6 do not be anxious about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God.
God is motivated to give to those who are righteous. 1Pe_3:12 For the eyes of the Lord are on
the righteous, and his ears are open to their prayer.
We have the confidence that God hears us when we pray. 1Jn 5:14 And this is the confidence
that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us.
We have the confidence that God not only hears us but will answer our prayers. 15 And if we
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked
of him.
Christ comes into the life of any person who opens a life to him. He remains in fellowship with
them. Rev 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the
door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.
God promises those who conquer, to sit on his throne. Rev 3:21 The one who conquers, I will
grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his
throne.
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QUESTION 4. “What Do You Do When There Seems To Be No
Answer To Prayer?”
A.
1.

God Tells Us In His Word Why He Sometimes Doesn't Answer Prayer.
We do not ask. James 4:2, You do not have because you do not ask God

2.

We ask with wrong motives. Jas 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.

3.
We can be out of the will of God by being covetous. Covetousness=
idolatry. (Ezek 14:3) Mortal, these men have taken their idols into their hearts, and placed
their iniquity as a stumbling block before them; shall I let myself be consulted by them?
(Col 3:5) Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil
desire, and greed (which is idolatry).
4.

Injustice. Jer 5:25-31. V25 Your iniquities have turned these away… your sins have
deprived you of good.

5.

Doubt. Double-mindedness. Jas 1:6, 7 But ask in faith, never doubting, for the one
who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being
double-minded and unstable in every way, must not expect to receive anything from the
Lord.

6.
Sin in the pray-er. Psa 66:18 Prov 15:29; 28:9 Isa 59:1, 2
(Psa 66:18) If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.
(Prov 15:29) The LORD is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayer of the righteous.
(Prov 28:9) When one will not listen to the law, even one's prayers are an abomination.
(Isa 59:1-2) See, the Lord's hand is not too short to save, nor his ear too dull to hear. Rather,
your iniquities have been barriers between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face
from you so that he does not hear.
7. Selfishness. Prov 21:13 If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out
and not be answered.
8.

Ingratitude. 1 Thess 5:18, Give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of
God for you in Christ Jesus. (See the story of the blind man in Mark 8:24-25 "I can
see people, but they look like trees, walking." Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again;
and he looked intently and his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. The man

was grateful for the healing he had received, and was open to receive more.)
B.
1.

Sometimes There Appears To Be No Reason Why Prayer Is
Unanswered.
It may not be according to God's timetable. Israel prayed for release.
Moses led the Exodus at 80 years of age.
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God answers prayer according to His time and will (Psa 40:1). I waited patiently for
the Lord; He turned to me and heard my cry. We must be persistent in seeking Him for
answers to our requests (in His timing).
Jer 42:2-7. The army officers asked Jeremiah to pray for guidance. 10 days later the
word of the Lord came to Jeremiah.

(Mat 7:7) The verbs are all present continuous. Keep on asking, searching and
knocking. "Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be
opened for you.”
(Luke 11:8) I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs.

Why do we need to be persistent in prayer? It is not to change God's mind or to
wear Him down! It is to allow us time to discover and to adapt to His will.
2.

Satanic influence behind the scenes. ( (Dan 10:12) He said to me, "Do not fear,
Daniel, for from the first day that you set your mind to gain understanding and to humble
yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come because of your
words. (Dan 10:13) But the prince of the kingdom of Persia opposed me twenty-one days.
So Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, and I left him there with the prince
of the kingdom of Persia,(See also Eph 6:12)

3.

An Inner Hidden Rebellion against God and His word. Prov 1:24, 25, 28

(Prov 1:24) Because I have called and you refused, have stretched out my hand and no one
heeded,
(Prov 1:25) and because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof…
(Prov 1:28) Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but
will not find me.
Zech 7:11-13 They made their hearts adamant in order not to hear the law and the words that
the LORD of hosts had sent by his spirit through the former prophets. Therefore great wrath
came from the LORD of hosts. Just as, when I called, they would not hear, so, when they called, I
would not hear, says the LORD of hosts,
Proverbs 28: 9 When one will not listen to the law, even one's prayers are an abomination.
4.

Pride. Hos 5:5-6) Israel's pride testifies against him; Ephraim stumbles in his guilt;
Judah also stumbles with them With their flocks and herds they shall go to seek the LORD,
but they will not find him; he has withdrawn from them.

5.

Disharmony. (Mat 5:23-24) So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift.
(1 Pet 3:7) Husbands, in the same way, show consideration for your wives in your life together,
paying honour to the woman as the weaker sex, since they too are also heirs of the gracious gift
of life--so that nothing may hinder your prayers.
C.
The Need For Faith In God In Spite Of Unchanging Circumstances
The Jews were commanded to bow down in worship to the statue of King
Nebuchadnezzar. The 3 young men's faith. Dan 3:17 If we are thrown into the blazing
furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O
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king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods
or worship the image of gold you have set up."

They trusted God even when it appeared He wasn't answering prayer. He
eventually saved them (not at but) AFTER the last moment humanly speaking.
What is needed is faith in God's ability and willingness to answer prayer even in extreme
situations.
Faith also needs perseverance.

God will always bring His answer
in His way and in His time!

THE END

